Tonsil flora in the very young tonsillectomy patient.
The tonsil flora of 20 children below the age of 4 years undergoing tonsillectomy, and a control group of 18 children were studied using tonsil swabs and core specimens. The study group had a significantly higher culture rate of anaerobic organisms, whereas there was no significant difference between the groups in respect of aerobic pathogens. Since most anaerobic organisms are relatively resistant to the antibiotics usually prescribed for recurring tonsillitis, the use of more appropriate antimicrobial therapy may be helpful in the prevention of early tonsillectomy.